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FROM THE EDITOR'’S DESK

Dear Readers,

Dr. Arvind Kumar
President
India Water Foundation

The year 2026 is increasingly revealing a fundamental truth: water is no longer simply an environmental
concern; it is an economic, developmental and geopolitical imperative. From Stockholm to Ulaanbaatar,
and from devastating floods in the Himalayas to preparations for the next generation of global climate
and water action, the year’'s major developments point towards one defining priority building resilience
into the foundations of sustainable development.

World Water Week 2026, under the theme “Water for People and Progress,” placed equity, water security
and climate resilience at the centre of the global development conversation. Its emphasis on moving from
knowledge and commitments towards implementation offers an important bridge to the 2026 UN Water
Conference in Abu Dhabi, where governments and stakeholders will seek to accelerate SDG 6 through
investment, partnerships, cooperation and practical solutions.

The message was reinforced at UNCCD COP17, where land degradation, desertification and drought
were considered not as isolated ecological problems but as threats to livelihoods, food systems, stability
and human security. Water, land and climate resilience are inseparable.

The devastating August 2026 flash floods in Nepal brought this interdependence into stark reality. The
Bhote Koshi—Trishuli disaster damaged communities, transport networks, hydropower facilities and
health infrastructure, demonstrating how climate and geological risks can rapidly become economic and
humanitarian crises.

Meanwhile, trade and economic policy are becoming increasingly intertwined with sustainability. Green
technologies, resilient supply chains, clean energy and environmental standards are reshaping the
architecture of international commerce. India’s economic trajectory supported by strong growth must
therefore increasingly be assessed not only by output, but by the resilience and sustainability of that
growth.

Looking ahead, COP31 in Antalya and the UN Water Conference in Abu Dhabi offer two critical
opportunities to convert ambition into implementation. COP31’s focus on resilient cities, climate finance,
water and drought, clean energy and green industrialisation complements the water agenda.

The future will ultimately belong to economies that can anticipate risk, invest in resilience and integrate
water into every dimension of development. For India and the wider Global South, this is not merely a
climate imperative, it is the pathway to secure, inclusive and sustainable prosperity.



AN EXCLUSIVE

INTERVIEW i

Dr. Amit Kumar Ghosh, IAS, Additional Chief Secretary (Health &
Family Welfare and Medical Education), Government of Uttar
Pradesh

In a thought-provoking interview, of Shri Dr. Amit
Kumar Ghosh, IAS, Additional Chief Secretary
(Health & Family Welfare and Medical Education),
Government of Uttar Pradesh, with Dr. Arvind Kumar
Editor, Focus Global Reporter, explores the changing
architecture of public health governance in Uttar
Pradesh.

Drawing from over three decades of administrative
experience across industries, infrastructure, social
justice and health, Shri Ghosh offers a compelling
perspective on how execution, equity, technology and
cross-sectoral convergence are shaping Uttar
Pradesh’s health transformation.

The conversation examines the state’s remarkable

progress under the SDG India Index, its transition into
the Front Runner category, the expansion from 17 to 81 READ HERE »
government medical colleges, and the strengthening of

health care delivery through faculty development,
Public-private partnerships and institutional capacity
building. It also highlights Uttar Pradesh’s intensified TB
elimination efforts, including technology-enabled case
finding, molecular diagnostics, shorter treatment
regimens and community supported nutrition.


https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-arvind-kumar-57707420/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/focus-global-reporter-b5bb361b4/
https://www.linkedin.com/search/results/all/?keywords=%23socialjustice&origin=HASH_TAG_FROM_FEED
https://www.linkedin.com/search/results/all/?keywords=%23socialjustice&origin=HASH_TAG_FROM_FEED
https://www.linkedin.com/search/results/all/?keywords=%23health&origin=HASH_TAG_FROM_FEED
https://www.linkedin.com/search/results/all/?keywords=%23equity&origin=HASH_TAG_FROM_FEED
https://www.linkedin.com/search/results/all/?keywords=%23technology&origin=HASH_TAG_FROM_FEED
https://www.linkedin.com/search/results/all/?keywords=%23sdgindiaindex&origin=HASH_TAG_FROM_FEED
https://www.linkedin.com/search/results/all/?keywords=%23governmentmedicalcolleges&origin=HASH_TAG_FROM_FEED
https://www.linkedin.com/search/results/all/?keywords=%23publicprivatepartnerships&origin=HASH_TAG_FROM_FEED
https://www.linkedin.com/search/results/all/?keywords=%23capacitybuilding&origin=HASH_TAG_FROM_FEED
https://www.linkedin.com/search/results/all/?keywords=%23capacitybuilding&origin=HASH_TAG_FROM_FEED
https://www.linkedin.com/search/results/all/?keywords=%23tbeliminationefforts&origin=HASH_TAG_FROM_FEED
https://www.linkedin.com/search/results/all/?keywords=%23tbeliminationefforts&origin=HASH_TAG_FROM_FEED
https://www.linkedin.com/search/results/all/?keywords=%23communitysupportednutrition&origin=HASH_TAG_FROM_FEED
https://focusglobalreporter.org/interview-with-sh-dr-amit-kumar-ghosh-ias-addl-chief-secretary-dept-of-health-family-welfare-medical-education-govt-of-uttar-pradesh/

FEATURED IN THE DAILY GUARDIAN

We are pleased to share that an insightful article by Dr. Arvind Kumar,
President & Founder, India Water Foundation, titled “Adulterated Trust: A
Grave Indian Crisis!”, has been featured in The Daily Guardian — New Delhi
Edition. Published in the “Comments & Analysis” section, the article highlights
India’s growing adulteration crisis and the widening gap between quality, safety,
and consumer trust.

Dr. Kumar highlights the urgent need to move beyond food security towards
ensuring that what reaches the consumer is safe, genuine, and trustworthy. The
article explores the challenges of adulteration across food and medicines, while
also highlighting emerging regulatory measures, traceability mechanisms,
stronger enforcement, inter-agency coordination, and critical role of consumer
awareness.

The article calls for an integrated approach from farm gate to household, focusing
on traceability, accountability, technology, and public participation to strengthen
consumer protection and build trust across the food and healthcare ecosystem.

Adulterated Trust: A grave Indian crisis!
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https://epaper.thedailyguardian.com/2026/09/11/e-paper-today-delhi-12-september-2026/

634 SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS

{#2) | UNWeb TV

Home

Dr Arvind Kumar
President
pod LIpely gavindation
nsad while supeostin

We are pleased to share the intervention of Dr. Arvind Kumar, President,
India Water Foundation, at the 63rd Session of the UN Human Rights
Council, During an Interactive Dialogue on climate finance, the rights of
peasants, and the human rights of women and children in conflict situations,
Dr. Kumar highlighted the critical link between climate change, climate
finance, and the protection of human rights.

Dr. Kumar highlights that India has mobilised USD 1.16 billion through
UNFCCC mechanisms, including USD 803.9 million from the Green Climate
Fund, and highlighted India’s NDC 3.0 target of reducing emissions intensity
by 47% by 2035. Emphasizing the far-reaching human consequences of
climate change, Dr. Kumar stated that “climate change is ultimately a human
rights crisis.” He further underscored the need for climate finance
mechanisms that place vulnerable communities at the centre and enable
developing countries to advance economic and social rights without
exacerbating existing debt burdens.

The Foundation stressed that climate finance should advance equity,
climate justice and CBDR-RC, while strengthening resilience, human dignity
and rights-based development.


https://www.youtube.com/shorts/9O9YwBJhuHM
https://www.youtube.com/embed/9O9YwBJhuHM?feature=oembed

INDIA WATER FOUNDATION LAUNCHES

“INDIA WATER FUTURE"
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A STRONGER WATER FUTURE

STARTS WITH KNOWLEDGE

The India Water Foundation is pleased to announce the launch of India Water
Future, a dedicated platform designed to bring together the evolving story of
India’s water sector through a comprehensive and integrated dashboard.

The platform will track key developments across industry and business, Central
and State Government initiatives, international organisations, institutions, policy
bodies and other stakeholders shaping India’s water landscape. By bringing
together data, developments, stories, insights and emerging trends, India Water
Future aims to provide stakeholders with a connected view of the sector
highlighting not only what is happening, but also how developments are linked
across sectors, institutions and levels of governance.

The platform seeks to serve as a valuable resource for policymakers, industry
leaders, researchers, institutions and water-sector stakeholders, enabling a
deeper understanding of emerging opportunities, challenges and trends.

One platform. One evolving water story. A clearer view of India’s water
future.


https://indiawaterfuture.org/

INDIA WATER FOUNDATION - CHRONICLE XIV

We are pleased to share 14" edition of CHRONICLE, the biannual magazine of
India Water Foundation. Covering the period April 2026 to September 2026. The
latest edition of six-month Chronicle of the India Water Foundation captures key
developments, initiatives, events, and emerging conversations in the fields of water,
environment, sustainability, energy, and climate action.

It brings together significant national and international developments that have
shaped the sustainability landscape over the past six months. From global
conferences and policy discussions to innovative approaches and collaborative
initiatives, the Chronicle provides a concise overview of important developments
and opportunities.

Through this compilation, we aim to keep our readers informed and engaged with
evolving priorities around water security, environmental sustainability, climate
resilience, and the Sustainable Development Goals, while highlighting the
importance of collective action for a sustainable future.

CHRONICLE - X1V

(APRIL 2026 - SEPTEMBER 2026)
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https://indiawaterfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/CHRONICLE-XIV-APRIL-2026-to-SEPTEMBER-2026_.pdf
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THE TECHNICAL CONFERENCE ~

Call for papers is now open.
Showcase your technical expertise on a global stage o0

1,000+ 200+ 50+ &

Dr. Arvind Kumar

We are pleased to share that Dr. Arvind Kumar,
President, India Water Foundation, has joined the
Power & Utilities India 2027 Technical
Conference as a Committee Member. His
participation will bring a valuable water, sustainability
and resilience perspective, highlighting the
interconnectedness of water and energy and
supporting discussions on resource efficiency, water
stewardship and clean energy.

The Conference will bring together industry experts,
engineers, researchers and technical professionals
to exchange knowledge and explore solutions for a
sustainable and future-ready utilities sector in India.
Event: Power & Utilities India 2027 Technical Conference

Date: 19-21 May 2027
Venue: Jio World Convention Centre, Mumbai

Dr. Arvind Kumar, Editor, Focus Global Reporter,
presents a new analytical report on the 18th BRICS
Summit 2026 in New Delhi, Titled “India’s Big Leap in
a Post-Unipolar World.”

The report provides an in-depth analysis of the 18th
BRICS Summit 2026, held in New Delhi, placing the
Summit in the context of the rapidly changing global
geopolitical and economic landscape. It examines the
expanding role of BRICS, India’s growing engagement
with the Global South, emerging shifts in global trade
and financial systems, and the implications of
increasing tariff and sanctions pressures.

It also explores whether BRICS can translate
multipolar cooperation into practical outcomes through
resilient supply chains, financial connectivity,
technological collaboration and strategic
diversification.


https://www.powerandutilitiesindia.com/conference/call-for-papers-brochure/
https://focusglobalreporter.org/indias-big-leap-in-a-post-unipolar-world/

KNOWLEDGE HUB

9th India International Water Week 2026
The 9th India International Water Week (IIWW) 2026

(A@a Qi . . was held from 22-26 September 2026 at Bharat
@}wﬁmg&r%e ?" : Mandapam, New Delhi, under the theme “Climate
A aprinhere Resilient Water Management.” The event was

inaugurated by Hon’ble Vice-President of India, Shri
C. P. Radhakrishnan.

Climate Resilient
Water Management

Major themes included: water conservation and
security, climate-resilient water management,
sustainable water resources management, technology
and community participation, inclusive water
governance, water-use efficiency, recycling and
4 ; reuse, innovative financing, and water for people and
@ the planet. The event also showcased technology-
driven solutions, including the Sustainable Urban
River Management (SURM) Framework and Al/ML-
based Integrated Reservoir Sediment Management.

14th Roundtable on Financing Water: Improving
the targeting and efficiency of water investments

The 14th Roundtable on Financing Water, convened
by the OECD, in partnership with the Swiss Agency
for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and the
International Fund for Agricultural Development
(IFAD), will be held on 29-30 September 2026 at
IFAD Headquarters in Rome, Italy, in hybrid format.

The thematic workshop will focus on improving the
targeting and efficiency of water investments and
mobilising public and private finance to advance water
security. Key discussions will cover public expenditure
efficiency, national water-financing platforms, trade
and virtual water dependencies, distributional
inequalities, and climate- and financial-sector water



https://www.indiawaterweek.in/conference
https://www.oecd.org/en/networks/roundtable-on-financing-water.html
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Join us for the 3rd ESG Transversality
Global Awards & Conclave 2027, a
two-day conference on ESG
Transversality for Enhancing
Strategic Coherence by adopting
Regulatory Framework & Policy
Actions This landmark event will
explore ESG integration, the Water-
Energy-Health & Environment Nexus,
global collaboration, and innovations
driving carbon neutrality. Don’t miss this
convergence of policy, industry, and
sustainability leadership.

How much are people
willing to pay to avoid
chemicals-related health
effects?

Green Talks LIVE

Virtual ~ Webinar

Date Time
16 October 2026 15:00 - 16:00 CEST

OECD > Events » How much are people willing to pay to avoid chemicals-related health effects?

@» 6ECD

GREEN TALKS



https://iwftransversalityconclave.com/
https://meetoecd1.zoom.us/webinar/register/4417905977776/WN_nbBOx-i8QPCo0jzR0fsVBA#/registration

SUCCESS STORIES

How 2000 Chennai Residents
Turned a Sewage-Choked 50-
Acre Lake Into a Lively Public
Space

Chitlapakkam residents led a
seven-year campaign to restore
their 50-acre lake. With 2,000+
volunteers, the
#SavingChitlapakkamLake

movement helped secure 25
crore for scientific restoration,

improving groundwater recharge,
%%EE water security, and public space.

A Bengaluru Aerospace Scientist
Built the Made-in-India System
That Reads Fog for Pilots

Dr Shubha Venkatesha lyengar of
Bengaluru’s National Aerospace
Laboratories led the development of
Drishti, India’s indigenous runway
visibility system, now deployed at
more than 100 aviation locations to
help pilots and air traffic controllers
navigate low-visibility conditions.



https://thebetterindia.com/changemakers/chennai-chitlapakkam-lake-restoration-residents-sewage-water-12444173
https://thebetterindia.com/technology/indian-scientist-dr-shubha-iyengar-runway-visibility-system-12583548

FRIDAY BLOGS

@ UNDRR

Disaster risk reduction working
hand-in-hand with climate action

Are We Turning
AN, Natural Hazards
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https://focusglobalreporter.org/revive-reclaim-rediscover/
https://focusglobalreporter.org/indias-moment-to-reforge-brics/
https://focusglobalreporter.org/redefining-indias-build-back-better-imperative/
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https://iwftransversalityconclave.com/

INVITATION TO JOIN DIRECT MEMBERSHIP

At the India Water Foundation (IWF), we're more
than just a network—we’re a movement. By
becoming a member, you join hands with
individuals, organizations, and institutions
passionate about sustainability, environmental
conservation, and driving meaningful change.

Why Join Us?

We’re committed to creating opportunities for every
member to make a real impact. Here’s what we
offer:

e Shape Policies with Us: Be part of advocacy
efforts that influence sustainable
development strategies.

e Learnand Grow Together: Attend our
exclusive workshops and training programs,
designed to keep you at the forefront of
innovation.

e Connect with Change-makers: Collaborate
with a global network of experts, innovators,
and leaders.

e Make a Grassroots Impact: Help us drive
community-led projects that promote
resource efficiency and environmental
resilience.

e Be Recognized for Your Efforts: Let us
celebrate your contributions through awards,
features, and event opportunities.

Who Can Join?

We welcome everyone who shares our vision,
including: Companies, institutions, and organizations
of all sizes, NGOs, government bodies, and
Intergovernmental organizations
Individuals from young professionals to retirees, who
want to create positive change

Whether you’re a policymaker, innovator, or
community advocate, there’s a place for you here!

JOIN NOW

IWF Direct
Membership!

We are stronger together

7 . .{
¢

)

=)

Learn more ahout joining
India Water Foundation
Membership by scanning
QR code below



https://focusglobalreporter.org/pricing-the-priceless-a-path-to-sustainability/

INVITATION TO JOIN SOCIAL OUTREACH MEMBERSHIP

Our Special JalMitra Social Outreach
Membership

The JalMitra outreach program and encourages
sustainable living practices by promoting
sustainable conservation and restoration projects.
The campaign fosters awareness and behavioural
change at the grassroots Ilevel, enabling
communities to adopt environmentally responsible
lifestyles that reduce ecological footprints and
contribute to national and global sustainability goals.

Anyone can join this collective effort and become a
Jal Mitra free of cost.

How to Join?

Take the first step today! Visit Become an IWF Member
to apply and join this transformative movement.
Together, let's shape a sustainable future!

https://indiawaterfoundation.org/jal-mitra/

BECOME A

JAL MITRA

— SOCIAL OUTREACH —

Be the past of
§ Consenvation,
For Water & and Sostanable
& Sustainabity for a better Future!



https://indiawaterfoundation.org/jal-mitra/
https://indiawaterfoundation.org/jal-mitra/
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https://indiawaterfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Final-report-2026.pdf
https://indiawaterfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/CHRONICLE-XIV-APRIL-2026-to-SEPTEMBER-2026_.pdf
https://indiawaterfuture.org/
https://focusglobalreporter.org/indias-big-leap-in-a-post-unipolar-world/
https://www.lokmattimes.com/international/india-water-foundation-calls-for-accessible-grant-based-climate-finance-at-unhrc/
https://www.nepalnational.com/news/279316052/india-water-foundation-calls-for-accessible-grant-based-climate-finance-at-unhrc
https://smeworld.asia/from-promises-to-payback-a-call-for-climate-finance-justice
https://www.nigeriasun.com/news/279316052/india-water-foundation-calls-for-accessible-grant-based-climate-finance-at-unhrc

UPCOMING EVENTS

o 04-09 Oct: Seventeenth International Conference on Mercury as a Global Pollutant (ICMGP-17). Held at
the Hyberabad, India, the session will bring together Experts, researchers, and stakeholders around the world
for global discourse on mercury pollution and its environmental impacts. The high-level General Debate begins
on 05 October.

o 09 Oct: Semi-annual ETGGP Donor Meeting. To be held in Bangkok City, Thailand Italy, United Nations
Conference Centre (UNCC-BKK). The Conference will focus on strengthening capacities in policy
development, energy system planning, finance, data, and participation in sustainable energy technology.

« 12-13 Oct: 6" Meeting of the UN Forum of Mayors. Hosted in Geneva, Switzerland, the meeting will held
under the theme, ‘Cities Delivering for a Sustainable Future’. The Forum will bring together mayors and local
leaders to exchange experiences and share best practices on sustainable urban development

« 19-30 Oct:_17"" Meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP 17) to the Convention on Biological
Diversity 2026. To be held in Yerevan, Armenia, mark the first global review of collective progress towards the
implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (KMGBF).

« 26-30 Oct: Asia-Pacific Ocean Week 2026. Taking place in United Nations Conference Centre (UNCC - BKK),
Bangkok City, the core agenda of Asia-Pacific Ocean Week is to translate global ocean commitments into
regional policies, accelerating SDG 14, and integrating blue carbon ecosystems into climate strategies.

+ 28 Oct: 7" SEA of Solutions Forum 2026. Held in UNCC, Bangkok, Thailand the summit will bring
togetherstakeholders, including representatives from governments, United Nations entities, regional
organizations, civil society, academia, youth, the private sector, financial institutions and development partners,
to advance action on plastic pollution and marine litter across Asia and the Pacific.

« 28 to 29 Oct: Fifth Ministerial Conference on Space Applications for Sustainable Development in Asia
and the Pacific. 2026. The conference will bring together ministers, senior government officials, space
agencies, UN representatives, and experts from Asia-Pacific countries. It will focus on using space technology
and regional cooperation to achieve Sustainable development goals (SDGs).

IWF e- newsletter is a monthly compilation of news items on IWF-related issues in the domain of Water, Agriculture, Climate
Change, SDGs, inclusive development and Water Resources Management that might be of interest to the IWF fraternity. The

information contained in the NEWSLETTER does not purport to be exhaustive and is taken "as it is" from external sources and is
freely available on the internet. No evaluation on the part of the IWF Office is being made in terms of the authenticity of the
information that it may contain. IWF Office makes no guarantee, either express or implied, as to the accuracy of the information

published. Your valuable feedback on the usefulness of the bulletin is solicited at <contact@indiawaterfoundation.org>.
Compiled and Edited by: Ms. Shweta Tyagi, Mr. Ashish Sharma and Shalini
INDIA WATER FOUNDATION

Spaces, 17th Floor Max Towers, Sector 16B, DND Flyway Noida-201301, India
Phone: 91-0120-7185304, 91-0120-7185305
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